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Next meeting consensus on
selection of judges
Virginia Colburn, local lawyer and League member, will
lead the February 19 Huntington Area meeting on the method
of selecting West Virginia judges. The discussion will begin
at 7:30 pjn. at Enslow Park Presbyterian Church. The recenUy released LWVWV booklet JUD ICIA L SELEC
TION, OPTIONS FO R W EST VIRGINIA will be
used as the study guide. This booklet gives an historical per
spective and also discusses various methods used in others
states. It was written by League board member Karen Lukens
of Charleston. Copies of the booklet are available for $2.00
from Helen Gibbins, 736-3287.
"The League of Women Voters has not taken a position on
how judges are selected," State League president Helen Gibbins said, "but we may do so after our members read and dis
cuss this booklet. We are studying this issue now because the
possibility of a constitutional amendment dealing with judi
cial selection has been raised recently by some government of
ficials and West Virginia legal associations."
Plan now to attend on Monday, February 19!

Women’s Day at the Legislature
The 18th annual Women's Day at the Legislature will be a
two-day event this year beginning on Thursday, February 15,
1996 at the Capitol Conference Center (Building 7) and moving
to the University of Charleston for the evening and following
day's activities. The day will feature West Virginia activists,
educators and world travelers.
On Thursday, state educators and activists will present 23 dif
ferent Talking Circles which are discussions in an informal,
small-group format. Topics will include: economic advance
ment, personal safety, and health security for state women. A
new feature this year will be four workshops for girls ages 13
through 18.
Keynote speaker is Sharon Percy Rockefeller, president and
chief executive officer of WETA, one of the largest public radio
and television affiliates in the nation. A dessert reception will
follow Mrs. Rockefeller's address.
On Friday, the conference will highlight West Virginia wom
en who attended the Fourth World Conference on Women in
Beijing, China.
For more information on the conference, to request an regis
tration form or to be placed on the Women's Commission's
mailing list, phone (304) 558-0070 or write WV Women's
Commission, Building 6, Room 637, Charleston, WV 25305

Ann Logan Speer, Treasurer
706 RidgewoodRoad
Huntington, WV 25701
525-2244

Kids Voting USA
Kids Voting USA is a voter education program begun in
Phoenix, Arizona in 1988 by citizens alarmed by voter apathy
and low turnout.
The aim is not only to energize the next generation to be in
formed voters, but also through the interest of their children, to
get parents to the polls.
Marilyn Evans, national president of Kids Voting USA, came
to Huntington on December 8 at the invitation of the HeraldDispatch and gave an overview of the program to about 20 rep
resentatives of business, education and community groups, in
cluding LWV. Her enthusiasm was contagious as she gave ex
amples of their success. Adult voter turnout increased an aver
age of three percent and as much as nine percent in some areas.
Her outline for getting the program established in a commu
nity required four parts:
1. Formation of a board of community leaders to raise funds
for materials, to promote the program to school and election of
ficials, and to recruit and train volunteers.
2. The educa^onal experience in the schools using a K-12
curriculum developed and tested by teachers which covered in
formation gathering skills and decision making as well as the
election process and becoming informed on issues and candi
dates.
3. Special projects to kindle interest such as kids promoting
voting in the community and interviewing candidates.
4. Election day when children go to the polls with their par
ents. special voting booths and ballots for children are provided
and supervised by volunteers. These ballots are counted and
publicized along with the official election results.
The general reaction of the group seemed to be positive
though concerns were raised about how information on issues
and candidates would be kept unbiased. It was thought by some
that special legislation would be needed to allow children's vot
ing to take place in official polling places.
The group is to meet again to learn more about the program
and possibly form a steering committee, by Helen Brown, Education Chair

Sympathy
Condolences to Beth Bauserman and her family on the recent
passing of Beth's husband Tom. We appreciated his support of
our organization and his help with the bulletin.
Also, sincere sympathy to the family of League member,
Diane Waldron who died in January.

Don't Forget
Annual dues, $30 for an individual, $45 for two in one house
hold, are now payable to Treasurer Ann Speer. Her address is
listed at the top of the bulletin.

t^ aien aar
Calendar

Children at Risk
The Story in Numbers
*14.6 million children living in poverty.
* 13.3 million children enrolled in food stamp programs.
*13 million children who qualify for free or reduced
breakfasts.
*8.3 million children with no health insurance
.*5.6 million children living in doubled-up households.
*3 million children with serious emotional disturbances.
*2.9 million children reported abused or neglected.
*519,577 births to girls aged 15-19 (1991).
*440,000 children in foster care.
*100,000 children homeless each night.

2/15

Women's Day at the Legislature

2/19

LWV Huntington Area Monthly meeting
Enslow Park Presbyterian Church, 7:30 p.m.
"Consensus on the Selection of Judges"
Led by Virginia Colburn

2/21

Voter Registration @ Cox's Landing Headstart

2/26

LWV Huntington Area Board Meeting
Beverly Hills Presbyterian Church, 11:30 a.m.

3/18

LWV Huntington Area Board Meeting
Beverly Hills Presbyterian Church, 11:30 a.m.

3/30

LWV Huntington Area Annual Meeting
Beverly Hills Women's Club
11:00 a.m. business meeting
12 noon luncheon and program

(source The Children's Defense Fund's 1994 State of America's Children Yearbook)
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State Council Meeting
The LWV State Council Meeting will be hosted by the
Wheeling Area League this Spring. The meeting is slated for
the Bethany College Leadership Center, April 26-27. If you are
interested in attending contact Dorothy Barenklau, 736-4920.

Congratulations
Becky Cain, LWVUS president from St. Albans, is being fea
tured in spots on local TV as part of Governor Caperton's
"Expect the Best-West Virginia" promotion. Becky is past pres
ident of the LWVWV.

4/26-27 State Council Meeting-Bethany College

Mark your calendar
The annual meeting of the LWV of the Huntington Area will
be on March 30,1996 at the Beverly Hills Women’s Club. The
business meeting will begin at 11:00 a.m. and lunch will be
served at 12 noon. Look for program information in the next
^bulletin.
~
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Member has book of poems published

Membership

Long time Huntington Area League member Edna Duckworth
has had a book of poems published. Titled "Ramblings of a
Scorched Soul", the book is available for $8 at the Marshall Uni
versity bookstore.

Have you asked anyone lately to join the League of Womei^
Voters? If the answer is no, then now is the time for you to
"pop the question”. Contact Anne Csemica, Membership Chair
at 525-1017, fof brochures and any additional information you
may need.

N o n -P ro fit
O rg an izatio n
US Postage Paid
H untington, WV
P erm it 39

The LWV is a nonpartisan political or
ganization that encourages the informed
and active participation of citizens in gov
ernment and influences public policy
through education and advocacy. Member
ship in the League is open to women and
men of voting age. Annual dues, not tax de
ductible, are $30 individual, $45 for two in
one household.
To join, send your check to: Ann Speer,
Treasurer,' 706 Ridgewood Road, Huntington, WV 25701.
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